The heme biosynthesis pathway and clinical manifestations of abnormal function.
Biosynthesis of heme is important for both prokaryotes and eukaryotes. The enzymes for this multistep process are distributed between the cytosol and mitochondria in eukaryotes. In humans there are inherited and acquired disorders characterized by over synthesis of one or more enzymes or absence of an enzyme. This overview discusses each enzyme in the heme biosynthesis pathway.